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Since 2020, Pima Community College was a finalist for 
the Bellwether College Consortium Awards eight times, 
winning the coveted award in 2020. Being recognized 
as a Bellwether Finalist is “like being a Heisman Trophy 
Finalist,” according to Chancellor Lee Lambert.
 

Over the past four years, PCC has been a finalist more 
than any other community college in the nation, 
pointing to PCC’s rise as a premier institution across the 
country.
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We are thrilled to present you with Pima Community College Foundation’s 
annual report. It was a truly extraordinary year with numerous partnerships 
developed that are transformational for PCC’s learners and our region. In the 
following pages, you will read about several of the collaborative efforts 
between community organizations, business leaders and individuals who 
care deeply about the College. The list is not exhaustive and there are many, 
many heroes who give to the Foundation to ensure students can move from 
the classroom to the university, or to the workforce, with the tools they need 
to be successful. 

On behalf of everyone associated with Pima Foundation’s Board of Directors, 
its staff and the entirety of Pima Community College, thank you for your 
support. Your generosity is making a difference every day. 

Sincerely, 

 Matthew Thrower
Chair, Pima Foundation Board of Directors

Marcy Euler, M.Ed., C.F.R.E. 
President & CEO, Pima Foundation 





 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Foundation Gifts
$9,597,928

State Funds
$19,509,854

Revenue Bonds
$65,000,000

Grants to College
$106,000,000

 

7,132 gifts invested by
1,569 donors

Includes $15M for
Aviation Technology Center 

expansion

Supports capital investment 
related to Centers of 

Excellence

Funds designated for specific 
use by College which are 
managed by PCC Grants 

Office



Endowments are an important part of the 
investment portfolio managed by Pima Foundation. 
Endowed funds provide gifts in perpetuity based 
upon the donor’s intent. One example of an 
endowed fund that generates scholarship funding 
each semester is the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) Marilyn L. Eddington 
Endowment. Learners who are either part-time or 
full-time students in any program of study are 
eligible to be considered. Those awarded receive the 
AAUW Joyce Strothmann Scholarship which is 
renewable for up to three additional semesters. The 
John P. and Anna M. Edwards Endowment is 
specifically for students enrolled in PCC’s Nursing 
Program and was the result of a planned gift 
donated to the Foundation from the estate of Mrs. 
Edwards. Each semester, ten to fifteen $1,000 
scholarships are awarded to nursing students, 
funded from endowment earnings. Endowment 
spending authority is determined each year as 
recommended by the Finance Committee to the 
Board of Directors. For the 2023-24 academic year, 
the spending authority available from endowments 
is $320,000. At the time of this report (February 
2023), the endowed portion of the portfolio is 
approximately $6M. Learn more here.

SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS
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Micro-Pathways are short-term, non-credit credentials that are
in high-demand industry sectors. Micro-Pathway programs
may be completed in as little as three months, offer “earn-
while-you-learn” opportunities and that combine hands on
coursework with online instruction. Pima Community College
is a pioneer in this arena and has been supported by the
Education Design Lab (EDL) / deLaski Foundation to assist
learners who are pursuing Micro-Pathway training. Since these
short-term credentials are not eligible for need-based financial
aid, the investment from EDL / deLaski has made it possible for
financially needy students to participate in skills training. Upon
completion, these learners are entering the workforce with
highly desirable credentials which lead to careers that pay a
sustainable living wage. Micro-Pathway certificates are
“stackable,” meaning an individual may cycle in and out of the
trainings at their own pace, returning when they need
additional skills to earn a promotion. Since inception in 2022,
PCC has educated hundreds of students with many more
interested in pursuing this path. 

MICRO-PATHWAYSMICRO-PATHWAYS

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPSENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS

https://pimafoundation.org/endowments/
https://pima.edu/news/press-releases/2020/202010-26-cc-growth-engine-fund.html


SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS
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Best-selling author, award-winning chef and Food Network television star, Chef Jeff 
Henderson, joined Pima Community College in May to participate in a fast-paced cooking 
competition to raise money for scholarships at PCC. Local chefs, students attending Pima 
County’s Joint Technical Education District (JTED) high schools and learners enrolled in 
PCC’s Center of Excellence in Hospitality Leadership squared off in a three-round 
elimination tournament with the winning team taking on Chef Jeff. During the cook-off, 
Chef Jeff was awarded an honorary Associate Degree from the College. The competition 
was high-spirited and the judges raved about the food prepared by the various teams. 
Following the competition, Chef Jeff visited the Federal Corrections Institute, the US 
Penitentiary and the H.S. Lopez Family Foundation Center of Opportunity inspiring 
attendees to turn their lives around. 

CHEF JEFF CULINARY EXPERIENCECHEF JEFF CULINARY EXPERIENCE

continued...

https://pimafoundation.org/scholarships/


PROGRAMSPROGRAMS

Jim Click Automotive invested in bringing 
the Ford Automotive Student Service 
Educational Training (ASSET) Program to 
Pima Community College. The gift 
provided six vehicles that are required for 
the curriculum plus, the contribution is 
funding tuition for 18 – 24 automotive 
technicians. The two-year course will 
rotate in eight week increments between 
instruction at PCC’s state-of-the-art 
Automotive Technology and Innovation 
Center at Downtown Campus and 
experiential learning at dealership service

Pima Community College Foundation, 
PCC’s Workforce Development Division 

and the HSL Family Foundation Center of 
Opportunity at the Gospel Rescue Mission 

are teamed-up to provide on-site 
educational opportunities for guests living 

at the Mission. This collaboration brings 
Information Technology (IT) and Culinary 

Arts training courses to the facility at no 
cost to those enrolled. There are also 
opportunities to earn a Commercial 

Driver's License and soon, a Building and 
Construction Technology Lab will be  
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JIM CLICKJIM CLICK  |

units. Learners will earn an associate degree, meet the criteria for Ford ASSET 
certification and, upon successful completion of the program, a set of starter tools will 
be provided for their use. PCC is a proud provider of the Ford ASSET program. The first 
cohort will enroll in January 2023.  

HSLHSL    CENTER FOR OPPORTUNITYCENTER FOR OPPORTUNITY|

installed so learners may complete certificates in Carpentry, Plumbing, HVAC and more. 
A generous gift from the Humberto S. Lopez Family Foundation ensures that Center of 
Opportunity training programs will allow completers to earn a sustainable living wage 

for themselves and their families. Several cohorts have already been through IT and 
Culinary programs and new courses are formed regularly. This model is garnering 

national attention as scalable across the country. Again, Pima Community College is 
leading the way in innovation.

FORD ASSETFORD ASSET

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dP_hmLNcxw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dP_hmLNcxw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1z76L8C5U7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1z76L8C5U7I


AZTEC RESOURCEAZTEC RESOURCE
CENTER (ARC)CENTER (ARC)
The Aztec Resource Center (ARC) and 
Food Pantry provides non-academic 
support to PCC students by addressing 
campus food insecurity issues. Food 
insecurity is a national problem for 56% of 
community college students; 52% of 
community college students are housing 
insecure. The ARC serves over 250 
students each month at West Campus 
and Desert Vista Campus. Monthly, over 
1,200 pounds of food (with a value of 
$2,000) and 150 hygiene and household 
items (valued at over $750) are given to

students. To support this important program, visit our website.

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
continued...

https://pimafoundation.org/aztec-resource-program/


DONORSDONORS

CONNIE HILLMANCONNIE HILLMAN
FAMILY FOUNDATIONFAMILY FOUNDATION

Recognizing Pima Community College as 
the single-most important workforce 

development provider in the region, the 
Connie Hillman Family Foundation has 

committed to granting Pima Foundation 
$1 (up to $5,000,000) for every $2 (up to 
$10,000,000) raised through November 

2024. This challenge is designed to attract 
new funders and increase the investment 
of existing contributors. This is the largest 

private gift to PCC’s Foundation and will 
be directed toward the College’s 

programming and workforce 
development initiatives - an expansion that directly supports local industry needs 

critical to sustaining the economy in Southern Arizona. Learn more about the 
Connie Hillman Family Foundation.
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In 1988, Florencio “Lencho” Zaragoza 
established Fundación México alongside 
many community leaders who guided the 
organization in the areas of education, 
culture and civility. Pima Foundation has 
long received educational funds to support 
Pima Community College students. Mr. 
Zaragoza has been an unwavering

FUNDACIÓN MÉXICOFUNDACIÓN MÉXICO

supporter of PCC and when asked why he continues to invest in the Foundation, he 
responded, “Pima Foundation is well organized and is an effective instrument to help 
students and PCC. It is an institution  offers a quality education.” Fundación México 
established two endowments; one that provides scholarships for immigrant students 
(Raquel Rubio Goldsmith Endowment) and one for students who have taken Mexican 
American Studies courses at the College (MAS Endowment). Mr. Zaragoza aspires to 
strengthen the culture of philanthropy through continued support of the endowed 
funds established by Fundación México. 

https://pimafoundation.org/hillman-challenge-campaign/
https://pimafoundation.org/fundacion-mexico-raquel-rubio-goldsmith-immigrant-endowment/
https://pimafoundation.org/fundacion-mexico-mas-endowment/
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Supporting Education & Employment 4 
Veterans (SEE4Vets) began collaborating 
with Pima’s Military & Veteran’s Services 
Department in 2018, implementing 
programs that inspire student veterans to 
persist and advance in their school work. 
Gifts were invested in the Student Veterans 
of America Chapter at PCC, tutoring 
support and emergency funds to help 
veterans struggling to make ends meet, 
particularly during COVID. Most recently 
SEE4Vets established an endowment to 
allow their support of Pima’s veterans to 

SEE4VETSSEE4VETS

endure in. These gifts are the legacy of SEE4Vets founder, Ray Torres, who passed away 
on November 11, 2022, after a lengthy battle with cancer. Learn more about PCC Veterans 
Support Programs.

DONORSDONORS
continued...

payroll deduction to the United Way is another way to make a lasting impact. Please 
contact the United Way of Tucson for more information. 

Payroll deduction opportunities are 
available for all Pima Community College 
employees through Human Resources at 

the College. As a donor, you designate 
where your funds are directed at the 

Foundation so the area you care about is 
positively impacted. Making a payroll gift 

is easy and painless! Since the money is 
taken from your paycheck, you do not 
need to write a check or make a credit 

card payment. Instead, funds are routed 
directly to the Foundation each pay 

period. For non-PCC employees, giving via  

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONPAYROLL DEDUCTION

https://pimafoundation.org/veterans-program/
https://pimafoundation.org/veterans-program/
https://unitedwaytucson.org/
https://pimafoundation.org/employees/


Fiscal Year: 2021 - 2022
CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS
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CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS
continued...
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CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS
continued...
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CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS
continued...



CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS
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continued...

2021-22 STATISTICS



Setting a sound future for Pima Community College is the goal of working with 
families and individuals who make a difference by planning their contributions. We 
are grateful to following donors who included Pima Foundation in their will or trust.

William A. Barnes Trust, William Barnes Endowment

Evelyn J. Barton Revokable Trust, Evelyn J. Barton Nursing Endowment

Mary Ann Detrick, For the Love of Dogs Endowment Scholarship

Barbara L. Hyde, Carole A. Brainard Memorial Endowment

Betty Lou Davis Revocable Living Trust, Betty Lou David Endowment

Estate of Anna Margaret Edwards, John P. & Anna M. Edwards Endowment

Estate of Donald E. Elson, Donald E. Elson Endowment

Louise Fitch, Kenneth C. & Louisa B. Fitch Endowment

Estate of Frances B. Frye, Frances Frye Endowment

W. Craig "Hoot" Gibson, Hoot & Betty Gibson Endowment Fund

Estate of Marie C. Gross, The Marie C. Gross Family Trust Fund

Estate of Trudy Heeb, Trudy Heeb Memorial Endowment

Houston General Trust, Clarence & Margery Houston Endowment

Rose Marie Leal-Land, Charles Land Memorial Endowment Fund

Paul Lindsey & Kathy Alexander

Estate of Florence Maley, Florence Maley Endowment

Estate of Andrew Phillip Martin, Andrew Martin Endowment

Gary & Cassandra Pundt Health Professions Endowment

Richard J. Vesley & Barbara A. Olsen Endowment
Estate of Erline W. & W. George Webster, The Erline W. & W. George

Webster Nursing Endowment
Sandra Wetterstrom, Kevin C. Wetterstrom Memorial Scholarship

 
 

Interested in establishing a planned gift with Pima Foundation? Contact the
Foundation at 520.206.4646 or learn more about planned gifts by visiting our website

PLANNED GIFTSPLANNED GIFTS

Italicized funds are unrealized gifts to Pima Foundation
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http://www.pimafoundation.org/donate/planned-gifts/


COLLECTIVECOLLECTIVE
GIVINGGIVING
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Pima Foundation recognizes investors that have given $250,000 or greater to 
support to support the students, faculty and programs at Pima Community 
College.



SHOPSHOP
Have you been looking for a specialty 
item to show your pride for PCC— 
maybe you need a gift for a grad or 
incoming Pima Community College 
student? Pima Foundation has 
secured local artists to curate a 
limited quantity of designs. All prices 
include tax and shipping charges. 
Visit our merchandise page to place 
an order!

https://www.instagram.com/pimafoundation/
https://twitter.com/PimaFoundation
https://www.facebook.com/pimafoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pimafoundation/
http://www.pimafoundation.org/
https://pimafoundation.org/shop/

